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Welcome to Mathematics at SHS

We trust that you all love Mathematics

We welcome the support you offer your child and 
thank you for encouraging a positive attitude towards 

Mathematics
Our aim is to improve and challenge your child`s 

mathematical ability throughout their 
learning journey at school



Our aims and ethos

 We aim to provide the very best 
opportunity for your child to achieve 

their full potential

 We believe that mathematical rigour 
brings about its own sense of fun 

through achievement

 Confidence and curiosity go hand in 
hand with progress

 Brain Pen Calculator

Mathematics at SHS
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How this is achieved

 Pace appropriate learning and 
challenges

 Supportive and encouraging 
environment

 Reinforcement and extension of 
learning with regular and 
appropriate homework

 Opportunities for enrichment 
through clubs and activities inside 

and outside of the classroom



1. Encourage your child to question things around:
How much?  How do we know?  How can we find out?  Which 
calculation could we use?

2. Make the most of technology available to us today; check out 
the numeracy apps to boost confidence and speed up 
calculations.

3. Remember that being “stuck” is all part of the learning process 
(so a good thing) and that there is lots of support 
available.

Parental Support
What can you do to support your child in maths?
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KS3

Assessment 1 : 10th November  2023         +           CAT results

Year 7 has two Set 1 groups with three mixed sets

Mathematics at SHS

7S
7P 

Set 1
Mixed set

7C
7J
7N 

Set 1
Mixed set
Mixed set
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Year 8 Setting

Year 7 7 set 1 P&S
Assessment 1,2,3 7mixed P&S

+
Summer 7 set 1 CJN
Exam 7mixed CJN
Results 7mixed CJN
w/c 15/05/2023

Year 8 Set 1
Year 8 set 2
Year 8 set 3a
Year 8 set 3b
Year 8 mixed
Year 8 mixed
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KS3

Year 7 has two Set 1 groups with three mixed sets

Year 8 has a Set 1, a Set 2, a Set3a, a Set 3b 
and two mixed sets

KS4 GCSE

Year 9-11 has a Set 1, a Set 2, a Set3a, a Set 3b 
and two mixed sets

Mathematics at SHS
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 Year 7 students are given 
one piece of mathematics
homework per week-
set every Tuesday week 1, 

Tuesday week 2 ( 7C, 7J, 7N)/ Thursday week 2 (7P,7S).

 We work on a two week rota. One week is a written homework 
and the other week is an online homework that can be set on 
various platforms, usually mymaths.co.uk or drfrostmaths.com

 Students are given time between the set date and the completion 
date in order to seek support from their teachers if needed or 
Maths Clinic that runs every Wednesday in room 21.

Homework
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Numeracy Ninja

We are utilising Numeracy ninjas during form time, 
to consolidate key numeracy skills ( such as 

addition, times tables, percentages, telling the 
time etc. ).

Form results can be found on the school website.



Enrichment
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The Y7 English Curriculum
2022-2023
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The aims of the English Department are two-fold: 

 Every student will achieve a sophisticated a grasp of literacy and be able 
readers. 

 All students will develop a curiosity, learning about English Language and 
English Literature through Literary and Non-fiction texts.

This evening we will discuss:

 How the English Department supports your child to develop vital language, 
reading and writing skills.

 Practical suggestions as to how you can help at home.

Overview
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The English Department’s curriculum intention is as follows:

 To promote and develop skills though the mediums of prose poetry and non-fiction 
texts.

 To promote and model a passion for Language and Literature at every opportunity.

 To challenge students through uncompromising engagement with the literary 
tradition.

 To ensure that students are curious, resilient and resourceful learners who apply 
their skills in English to their schools learning, post 16 options and adult life. They 
will also become adults who are aware of their place in the world and that of others 
around them. 

English Curriculum Intention
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Term1 & 2: ‘Childhood, Identity and Memories ’ 

A scheme of learning in which students develop reading skills, 
language skills and writing skills through the study of a range of text 
types:  

Poems about childhood, memories and other cultures.

Non-fiction (autobiographical extracts) ‘I am Malala’, 

Prose studies exploring stories in the ‘Iridescent Adolescent’ 
anthology 

The New Year 7 English Curriculum
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Term 3 & 4: ‘Dystopian Worlds’ 

In this scheme of learning students will explore and analyse the 
Dystopian and Sci-Fi genres they will study stories written by Ray 
Bradbury and a range of extracts from other writers of this 
genre. 

With inspiration from the texts studied students will develop 
descriptive and narrative writing skills, they will learn to 
consciously craft in this genre. 

The New Year 7 English Curriculum
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Term 5&6: ‘Other Cultures, Shakespeare’s The Tempest’

During this scheme of learning students will learn about the 
context of the play and learn how to apply skills in literary analysis. 

They will explore the work of the Bard, using carefully selected 
extracts from the play.

They will also have the opportunity to write and perform a passion 
speech. 

The New Year 7 English Curriculum
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 Star Reading Tests

Accelerated Reader programme and reading 
challenges run throughout KS3

Students are encouraged and supported to 
read a range of genres to foster a love of 
reading for life

The New Year 7 English Curriculum
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By:

 Talking with your child about their studies in English.

 Prompting discussions about genre, audience and purpose.

 Promoting reading habits – 3 in 5 children in the UK enjoy reading.

(Online articles, E-Readers and good old books!)

 Leading by example.  Talking about your own reading and what you enjoy 
reading. 

 Developing your child’s confidence in speaking and listening.

 Reading and discussing topical articles in broadsheet newspapers.

 Encouraging your child to share and reflect on feedback, sharing their ‘next 
steps’. (Proof reading learning)

How can Parents and Carers
Support Learning?
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Teaching and Learning

Mr Love – Assistant Headteacher
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Our goal is that lessons are characterised by:

 A high level of involvement and interactivity, a 
focus on talk, and a willingness of the teacher to 
create a collaborative learning environment.

 Teachers' ability to challenge, to demand more, 
to offer explanations in different ways and to 
involve pupils in teaching each other.

Teaching and Learning Priorities
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“With regards to behavior, social, emotional and 
physical health – despite a broadly positive picture in 

the first review, several concerns have emerged: 
some pupils’ concentration or their mental and 

physical stamina have reduced. Some 
[school] leaders said pupils were fatigued, 

‘disconnected’ from learning or struggling to stay 
awake and alert."

Ofsted report on impact on COVID-19
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Gender disparities in performance 
do not stem from innate 
differences in aptitude, but 
rather from students’ attitudes 
towards learning 
and their behaviour in school and 
from the confidence they have – or 
do not have – in their own abilities. 
(OECD, 2015)

Factors that influence girls‘
learning experiences
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 In her 2018 book, 'Enough As 
She Is', Rachel Simmons points 
to the toxic message of the 
myth of 
‘effortless perfectionism’.

 There is a long-standing 
consensus that ‘smart’ girls tend 
to be more vulnerable and less 
confident than smart boys, and 
as a result tend to deal with 
challenge in a different way.

Factors that influence girls‘
learning experiences
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Studies suggest that boys’ and 
girls’ aspirations, similar during the 
primary phase, tend to diverge 
between Year 6 and Year 11, with 
girls’ aspirations falling below 
those of boys in comparable 
contexts.

Factors that influence girls‘
learning experiences
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Our goal is that lessons are characterised by:

 A high level of involvement and interactivity, a 
focus on talk, and a willingness of the teacher to 
create a collaborative learning environment.

 Teachers' ability to challenge, to demand more, 
to offer explanations in different ways and to 
involve pupils in teaching each other.

Teaching and Learning Priorities
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 Our goal is that pupils benefit from consistently high-quality 
assessment and constructive feedback, much of which is 
exceptionally good and further supports their rapid 
progress.

 Our goal is to improve pupils' literacy in all subject areas.

 Our goal is to improve students' numeracy in all subject 
areas.

 Our goal is that all students make substantial progress in all 
subjects.

Teaching and Learning Priorities
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Year 7 Assessment 
and Reporting
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9th September

Cognitive Abilities Test 4th Edition (CAT4)

How well pupils can think about tasks and 
solve problems using a range of different 
questions

CAT4
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 Shapes and patterns – non-verbal reasoning

 Using words – verbal reasoning

 Using numbers – quantitative reasoning

 Imagining a shape being changed and 
moving – spatial ability

Question types in the CAT4 tests
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Why take CAT4 tests in Y7?

Highlight individual strengths & weaknesses

 Inform personalised learning

Fill in gaps in KS2 data

CAT4 TESTS
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11th Nov 3rd March 26th June

Effort 
Grade 
only

4-6 band 4-6 4-6+ 7-9

7-9 band 4-6 7-9 7-9+

Effort Grade
Effort Grade + 
Full Report

Year 7
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 Outstanding (O)

 Above Expected (AE)

 Expected Level of Effort (E)

 Below Expected - Attitude / Behaviour (BEA)

 Below Expected – Organisation (BEO)

 Inadequate (I)

Spalding High School
Effort Grade Descriptors
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 Arrives promptly with all books and equipment.

 Focuses quickly, shows initiative and is actively involved in 
learning

 Demonstrates excellent behaviour and concentration

 Seeks advice and responds positively to feedback

 Meets deadlines and generally produces work to their 
highest standard

 Attitude to learning is good, involvement in class or group 
activities, collaborating effectively with others

EXPECTED LEVEL OF EFFORT (E)
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